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received the Chancellor of the Exchequer's approval in
so far as it concerns Anglo-German relations. You would
no doubt hear of it through the Neue Freie Presse, but I am
particularly anxious to show you this statement immediately
as I feel that it is important for Germany not to neglect
such an important opportunity.
The gist of Lloyd George's remarks was his warm
plea for the conclusion of an entente between Germany and
England and his firm conviction that this is the only way
to check the mutual fear lowering over Europe and
especially over England and Germany. He said that the
belief was spread over wide circles, especially English
working-class circles, that Germany is making such great
sacrifices for her fleet because she is preparing an in-
vasion of England. He added further that he had
no wish to blame Germany alone, or England either.
But an end must be put to this mutual fear in the interests
of world peace. Why should an entente between Germany
and England be impossible when England has made
ententes with France, Russia and America? There is no
point of contention between England and Germany such
as that with France over Fashoda, Siam and Newfoundland.
There is not even any opposition in South Africa, for there
a great wilderness lies between the British and German
territory. The entente must limit the building of ships in
the future. The two countries must stop trying to outdo
each other in naval construction.
To my question whether England was obliged to have
as many ships as the next two naval powers combined, the
Minister replied that England must keep to that for defensive
purposes. Her army with its 300,000 men is very small
compared with the German. How easy it would be for
Germany to invade and overpower her if she had not at
least a large fleet! She would not launch it against Berlin
or even Hamburg. Though it must be strong enough at
all times to defend her, it should not be allowed to grow
beyond a certain limit. She spends sixty million pounds a
year on armaments. Recently he was only able to raise
the ninth part of this huge sum for old-age pensions.
Germany also spends a like amount annually on her war
services. The so-called Christian nations together spend